Writer, collector, mother, bon viveur,

campaigner: Orna Mulcahy delights
in the company of Polly Devlin

ALWAYS
HERSELF

O} pictures of author Poll
Devlin stand oul from Iﬁ.
the oiber pubdiciy shets.

The fird i oo the invitstion
1z the laanch of her new Book Only
Aomelimes Lovking Sidewearr, a cvi
lection of her writing from freape
magazine, The pramy primi shows
e i the middle of & family groop,
aged abosil win, wmiling for che cam-
era, wearing a Falr lide Jamper and a
Bair mvbbon Bk a busterfly about to
takio off from her kead, She could be
any ¢hild in 19508 Ircland, fined up
with numerous sibling agaiel &
pehtde—dashed will

The other phot by im the ar-
chives of The Irich Timern 5 0 s0ci-
iy portrail worthy of Cesnnry Lile

aken i the lale 19708, 6 shows the
beamiilfal Polly Garnett with Ber
targe davghicrs, Fose, Dabey sl
Bay. Her garls are dicised in I'ru:l_h}_
while, lace dresies and o i he,
They look ke PriBeciss in & mod-
ere-day fairviale.

There is a fairviake quality to Polly
Devlia’s life. How else, if ‘mot by
some Lol of mage, ded the [ngle girl
in the Fair lde jumper manage 1o
fwm hersell poenphetely inlo the
visian of wealh, glamour asd con-
teniment in B secend photcgmph?
How ded she malke the leap from
naral Tyrone inco English high socie
ey wilbout being propelied by same
mwe delicale loece than plain, hard
clyw-wnir-way.-ap  ambition? How
thdl she manags Lo Marmy a nch man,
burrow 186 the very heart of the
English establishment and conguer
Ingrary Bobemia foo? How did she
do all this zad 0l bald oo 1o the

exscnos of the carly plot ph, the
senee of bel ng 1o & 1?r;, -
knis Irith Eamaly®

The anvaer 35°1 & wecre bedaus
ihe hid wrslton abowl her 1le every
sicp of the way., Even as s chald she
ani aware of living lwo scparale
lives, O ik ceiside she was 3 Canlb-
ol, gErowing IE in & Profestand

. Engl b not Erglich.
ef ismer |afe an epic story in which
1he Devlins were kings.

Her childhocd in Andboe on the
shores of Loogh Meagh o so well
chronetled that by now i has passed
into mythology, she says. She wiole
abpil 13 Beautifully in an astobiogs
raphy AN £5 Uy There, and ibe o
coslemuss Chrowgh Dora. her nove
about a girl who grows up 8 Nomk-
ern |reland and lands herself in Lon-
don's upper rands, &nd igugh her
wrilings in the New Swatesmah, the
Evenimg Sian 1he  Ofiirrvier,
Sumdlay Tirtex and The frish Tines
Her brother Barry, a film-maker, has
drawt o the same source in his
work and (bear sisder Mare, who B
mamicd io Seamus Heaney, has aluo
wrinien abgit their chflidbond.

But with Fally it is not all locking
back |hr|:|-.@ih sepin-inted inapahots.
Her mew collection is on exhdlsrsting
span ingugh she fesl of ber marvell-
oigly - diverse  life in  Lopdon
Gloucesiznhire, MNew Yoik Paria
Viemice — wherever inkes her Fency
She deviroys & Wil End akop when
it wom'l neplace a wonky pasr ol
boots, sl feasts on Kmag cﬁam‘mmc
and caviar with Cieorge
Melly, she remsemnbers ber pood
{rvemd Poges I:"r.]';..‘l:'u|1|:'|!I|'l|. Tahizlus

Yenohidn palace and hny ierguoise
shipperi SBe M threnigh 1he soumb
of France, St Peiershurg, she shops
with hier daughlers in New Yiork
ke podche their Daolee & Gabbans
and Peada thinge when abse focks
thin,

Shi wors Barn 10 be grand ard she
kesew M very early an, Al a chald she
would sit &n the Yssdl, (Mes-adden
silence” of the mnic, lesrniag the mi-
cuting of grand, countryeouse By
g fecen & levoleme masusl of
Edmardian housckoeping. Later she
devaiifcd copesst ol Fogie Maghiang,
ber “missive fiom ancther planst™
Hhat bl her wisal wis happenang bo

from Londen 1o New
B wah Vagwe magassng st

homlines
¥ ark
changed her life by giving her fird
PrEEE mh (o6 1alemd ooniest i 1hd
Ik prize was a pob on he magereng
“arsd 50 @ happened thal onc day |
wad on the bus (o Belfast and the

mexl 1 was an the aeroplanc 1o
Tehsum 1o imerview the Emgpress
Farah Driba™

ITCHED into ke Acule
towrevoll weld ol Fogwe
where 1he secrctaries Bad

bitles -angd everyone had @
godanlry Bouie 1o go 1o #l the woek-
e, she had no AiMesaliy an NSting

Polly Devilin:
“Sive way born
to e grand
and vhe krew

I very aarly

[
Pharograph;
Frank Hﬁfr.
felow lefi [z
i [aviraiion

i
brother and
slniers

right in. “1 was perfectly ai home
there, Wi were brought up i a oer-
Eain kimad n:rl"nu:.- and had Bothing 1o
Jetieson. | didn't have 10 jeitison U
and nom=1! speach. We called & lava-
Iﬂr‘{l lavatory.™
‘hal would she have dosse i ihe
had stayed in Ardboc? Becopse a
school teacher, manry the doctar amd
becoana Biller, she onoe sarmised in
an inferview, Inmesd, she was a girl
about town, best friends with Jean
Shrimpdon, in with David Bailey, in-
lerviewing Janis Joptin and Eumice
Shriver, having regular isjections of
BI12 wilamisg in Ber boifom from &
fashionable Mew York dactor [a far
ery from D Brown's swrgery
Coagh™), havieg & bupe amounl of
fien. To cap i all, she married a rich
man, Td Elontan Andy Clarneti, an
incdustrialisd 1o whom she has wayed
happely marmied for 30 vears Nod
alten ween, he sounds kerobe, She
Eays hie has sever reproached her For
afviking mn all ihose 30 years
Bey mel 8l 4 danner pary he
biitod in has house in e Esa End
ol London. She wis thefe widh a
Mher model wha intended to sk
Andy io mamry ber that night. In
sead, b askind Polh-1o masry hims
ard, after two years, ibie .
Mo did she pull i all :g‘ll Being
Baufifie wiEk & help, Big cyes, preak
cheekbones and  blonde ir wll
maally o 1 thck bwl i i her
charm and her storics that east the
real spell. Fascinating fo listem ia,

she talks in long, MMeld sestencet.
weaving 8 web of idess and jusd as
yoia begin 10 1hink she is losang the
thread, she rounds i off neccly with
a brilliant gootation or with an ir=
reveres] swipe Bl wameone, usially
herselll She is a brilliant howess. She

gives buge panies whirs 0 s
ipuiH'niiE.IJ:r:bcn:l'nu:dl drmink
end senl aw, bon present. It B

Migel Demsier onee ill.l: ber &l the
top of his i of the 10 mist capti-
wvalieg wosnen in Briiain,

Shtn-l'i? a shamcfiadl collecior poi
ouly of jdeas end quolations, bul af
things. She has l:!i'nil begiiaes amil
each & stulfed o the raflers. There
i% sramding room only in her Dublin
drawisg-room, s crammed is n

with kovely old furniture, bopks snd
painki bwe ansd white pots, par-
cclaim pots of fresh Mowers,
apeatries.  the whale  Engli
oound ook Sic tn ihe
mida of a1l this scquined splendour,
t ibe ofher plestures in
her e — walking throsgh' a
full of blushells nnd Bearisg Ihe

n !-lm:rﬂn: things.
comes from sol baving o woek froe
fihe 1o five. T:'H:l'l.':l:l#l anyone wha
woaldn'l expand if they dide have
1o pet in the ¢ar or 1B tain and
i work. [ am (LTI |-E
has sol bees in Frond of & compater,
ar somewhere where | don't want to
be. The preatest happincss in life is
being where you wani 1o be. 'When
you doa™t have o go 10 work, you
haame VOUF GWs oofmany,"
Blesied by good things — every
day, she sayi, she counts ber Bles-
ingéi — she is also “harried by
fiaries”, She woerses shoul and cam-
paigna againsl crselty b0 children,

1 owE chaldien e mow grown
up and living in London and MNew
York bul ikey arg very chose and ber
girls measure (hemselver  gain
Ihéar mother, anous 16 achiove the
milestones she reached in her day
e peifeilly desénbes the mclan-
choly of being a moiber. *When yoo
gre & modher you arc 4 hoddape 1o
fortane. A plane falls out of ke sky,
A car crashed, & vires — always
underlying the happines s a fore-
bl thal enderlnmg  sadness
heighfens the banpines. ™
B inly Sametimees Looking Swde-
WV -'E:'E'r Polly Devlin iy publisked
The O fivigi Preis, price [4.99.



